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ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THF  YEAR  1893. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Southowram 

Local  Board. 

Gentlemen, 

The  year  which  has  just  passed  has  been  one  of  consider¬ 
able  sanitary  activity  in  the  district.  During  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  the  cases  of  smallpox  which  kept  breaking 
out  at  regular  intervals,  entailed  much  time  and  trouble  in 
arranging  for  the  necesssary  quarantine  of  those  who  had  been 
in  contact  with  the  disease.  Happily,  hospital  accommodation 
had  been  provided  for  the  sufferers  themselves,  but  even  our 
limited  experience  was  sufficient  to  show  that  the  chief 
difficulty  in  grappling  with  any  future  epidemic  would  be  in 
maintaining  quarantine  among  the  suspected.  The  attempt 
to  keep  infected  families  strictly  to  their  own  homes  proved  a 
complete  failure. 

Later  in  the  year  came  the  official  enquiry  into  the  new 
Drainage  Scheme,  and  in  connection  with  this  I  several  times 
visited  the  filtration  meadows  attached  to  the  scheme  already 
in  operation.  Specimens  taken  of  the  sewage  at  the  tanks, 
and  of  the  filtrate  at  the  outfall,  showed  that  the  process  was 
there  working  very  satisfactorily.  By  this  new  scheme  a  con¬ 
siderable  section  of  the  district  hitherto  dependent  on 
cesspools  will  be  provided  with  complete  and  efficient  drainage. 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  removal  of  excreta  from 
the  privies  and  middens  has  been  better  attended  to  than  in  many 
previous  years,  though  structural  deficiencies  are  still  numerous. 
Many  dwellings  are  unprovided  with  ashpits,  and  many  of  the 
present  ashpits  are  uncovered. 

I  would  also  beg  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  bad 
condition  of  the  sewer  at  Brookfoot 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  during  the  year  numbered  59,  of 
whom  4  were  non-residents,  and  are  therefore  eliminated 
from  the  succeeding  calculations.  The  remaining  55  consist  of 
29  males  and  26  females,  being  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  i8’9  per 
mille,  as  compared  with  a  rate  ot  2  2 ’3  last  year.  The  average 
of  the  5  preceding  years  was  i7’96.  The  highest  death-rate 
occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  being  at  the  rate 
of  247  per  rnille,  and  the  lowest  during  the  second  quarter, 
being  at  the  rate  of  8*2  per  mille.  Five  deaths  occurred  from 
infectious  disorders,  3  being  due  to  diarrhoea  and  2  to  influenza. 
Respiratory  diseases  caused  nearly  half  the  deaths,  the  rate  due 
to  those  causes  being  8*2  per  mille.  The  infant  mortality  was 
261,  as  compared  with  187  last  year.  Eight  cas^s  of  death 
were  reported  to  the  coroner. 

Births. — The  births  numbered  59,  composed  of  32  males 
and  27  females,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  2o'2  per  mille,  as 
compared  with  2 1  *9  last  year,  and  an  average  for  the  preceding 
5  years  of  2  2 ‘6  per  mille.  The  highest  birth-rate  occurred  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the  rate  then  being  247,  and  the 
lowest  in  the  last,  being  137. 

The  monthly  totals  of  births,  deaths,  &c,,  are  shown  in 
the  diagram. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Eighteen  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  during 
the  year. 

Smallpox. — Twelve  of  these  cases  were  smallpox,  and  all 
occurred,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  accompanying 
diagram,  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Six  cases  occurred 
in  one  family,  and  the  other  instances  were  single  cases 
occurring  in  Towngate,  New-street  and  Marsh-lane.  They  were 
all  rem.oved  to  the  hospital,  where  two  of  them  died.  These 
deaths  are  not  included  in  the  tables  and  statistics.  All  the 
cases  have  been  traced  in  the  first  instance  to  contact  with 
the  disease  in  surrounding  districts.  Since  the  appearance  of 
the  disease  in  this  district  in  July,  1892,  we  have  had  18 
cases,  of  whom  three  have  died, 
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Scarlatina. — We  have  had  no  epidemic  of  this  disease 
during  the  year,  five  cases  only  being  reported.  Four  of 
these,  however,  occurred  at  Brookfoot  and  Cromwell  Bottom. 

Continued  Fever. — One  case  was  reported  in  September  at 
Brookfoot. 

Influe?Lza. — This  disease  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
prevalent,  in  a  mild  form,  during  November,  and  one  death  was 
recorded  as  caused  by  it. 

Diarrhoea. — Was  prevalent  during  August,  and  was  the 
cause  of  3  deaths,  2  being  in  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  one  in  an  old  person  over  80  years  of  age. 

Tubercular  Diseases.  —  This  group  of  diseases  was 
responsible  for  10  deaths.  Seven  of  these  were  due  to  phthisis, 
and  of  these  4  were  stone  delvers,  and  one  the  daughter  oi  a 
stone  delver.  The  death-rate  from  phthisis  is  about  the 
average  of  the  last  10  years. 

The  three  remaining  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  5 
years  of  age. 


TABLE  of  DEATHS  during  the  year  1893,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Southowram. 

Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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■Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1893,  Urban  Sanitary  District 

of  Southowram,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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SOUTHOWRAM  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year 

ending  December  31st,  1893. 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 


RESULTS  OF  INSPECTION. 

Orders  issued  for  sanitary  amendments  of  houses  and  premises 

Houses,  premises,  &c.,  cleansed 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Repaired,  cleansed,  &c.  ... 

New  provided  ...  ...  . 

ASH  PITS. 

New  provided 
Repaired,  covered 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Houses  supplied  with  water 

STREETS  DRAINED. 

Names  and  number 


nil 


8 

6 


13 

4 


4 

nil 


nil 


nil 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

No.  of  lodginghouses  registered  under  35  clause  of  Sanitary  Act,  1866  nil 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other 
refuse  ... 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept  ...  ..  ..  ...  ..  nil 

Number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  nil 

Other  proceedings,  e.g.,  legal  proceedings  ...  ..  ..  ..  nil 


REUBEN  NICHOLL,  Nuisance  Inspector. 
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1893. 

Diagram  of  Monthly  Births,  Deaths,  and  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 
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